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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
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Status 

1 )S Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 14 February 2005 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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10)S The drawing(s) filed on 14 February 2005 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1 , 7, 22, 23, 27, 30, 33 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ford (US 3146752). Ford shows all of the claimed features, 
including chassis portion (hull [11] framing), four water engaging means (forward/rear 
ski assemblies [22, 23]), interconnecting means (mechanical linkages and turnbuckles 
[31 . 32, 27], hull [11] framing, and center/side boards), functional link of the four water 
engaging means, damping means with first and second damping members (piston 
cylinders and rods [37, 38]), a plurality of rams [38] and fluid conduits [35a] with each 
ram associated with a water engaging means [22, 23] and fluidly (pneumatic fluid/air) 
connected (via accumulator(s) [35] and conduits [35a]) to at least one other ram 
(forward/rear piston assembly and accumulator [35]) associated with at least one other 
water engaging means [22, 23] using at least one fluid conduit [35a], as claimed. See 
Figs. 1-3, particularly Fig. 1. 

3. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by De Long 
(US 3922994). De Long shows all of the claimed features, including chassis portion 
(body [10]), four water engaging means (forward/after hulls [20, 22]), damping means 
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with first and second damping members (shock absorbers and spring assemblies [28]), 
and configured as claimed. See Figs. 1-5, particularly Fig. 1. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-6, 8-21, 24-26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 34 and 35 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any Intervening 
claims. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hamilton (US 3265026) shows four water engaging means [2] 
with chassis and interconnection means (Figs. 1-5). Cunningham (US 2991746) shows 
four water engaging means, chassis, interconnection and damping means (Figs. 1-7). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel V. Venne whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7947. The examiner can normally be reached between 7:30AM - 4:00PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel J. Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-clirect,uspto.gov. Sliould 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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